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Charles University, Faculty of Arts
East and Central European Studies
Fall 2018
Power and Powerlessness: A History of Czechoslovakia, 1918-1993
CUFA HIST 335
Instructor:

Rosamund Johnston
Office Hours:

By Appointment 

Email:


rj849@nyu.edu
Class Days/Time:
Monday & Wednesday 15:50 – 17:20
Classroom:

Jindřišská 27, 4th Floor – Room J2
Course Description  

To what extent is Czechoslovakia a microcosm for twentieth-century European history? And conversely, in which ways is the state’s history exceptional? This course approaches Czechoslovak history both chronologically and thematically, tracing some of the most important current directions in modern European historiography. Combining social and cultural as well as political approaches, the course examines the limits of understanding history as a purely top-down process. Bringing together significant recent scholarship from the Czech and Slovak Republics and elsewhere, the course introduces students to the state of the field. Literature, film, photography and official documents will be examined in class, providing students with an introduction to source analysis.
Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives  

Students will consider:

· The usefulness of and limits to a chronological approach to studying history

· The usefulness of conventional periodization when analyzing Czechoslovak history (e.g.  ruptures in 1918, 1948, 1968 & 1989)

· Whether the European continent was characterized by a Cold War divide and/or enduring cultural similarities during the twentieth century, and how Czechoslovakia might shed light on this

· Debates surrounding the use of a totalitarian paradigm 

· The actors and drivers of historical change

Required Readings

All readings will be available as PDFs through the university’s SIS platform. Readings should be completed by the date they are listed on unless it is specified that they will be distributed in class.
Please see individual classes for full list of readings.
Classroom Procedures 

Classes will consist primarily of discussion of the course readings and related questions, as well as analysis of primary source materials. 

Lateness: Three late arrivals will be counted as an absence. Additionally, any lateness of more than ten minutes will be counted as an absence. This includes lateness after breaks.

Late submission: The penalty for lateness is one third of a letter grade per day or part of a day (a B+ becomes a B etc.) After 72 hours the paper will receive an F and any submissions after that time will not be read.

Extensions: Will be granted under special circumstances. Medical paperwork and/or other supporting materials may need to be provided.

Food and drink: No pungent, potentially allergenic, messy or noisy foods in the classroom, but feel free to snack/caffeinate.

Mobile phones: The use of mobile phones is banned in class as a matter of ECES policy. You are, however, welcome to use a laptop to view readings and take notes.

Be respectful, timely, and prepared in class, and pro-active in your communication with the

instructor.

Assignments and Grading Policy

Grades based on letters A through F will be given. 

Class participation: 20%

Weekly response papers (1-2pp): 30%

In-class presentation (8-10 minutes): 10%

Plus a written accompaniment (2-4pp, counts as the response paper for the week of your presentation): 10%

Final project (10 p): 30%
All written assignments should be double-spaced, using 12-point Times New Roman and with

one-inch margins. Use indents – not whole line breaks – to differentiate between paragraphs.

Please use footnotes for citations, where you include name of author, title, year, and page numbers. Please email all assignments to me.

Participation: 20%

Please come to class having read the assigned texts, ready to engage with their ideas. I expect you to have questions and comments in mind about the readings. Participation grades will be based on your preparedness, the quality of your class discussion, and short, unannounced, in-class writing exercises.

Weekly response papers: 30%

Engaging with the readings and other course materials in response papers and class meetings is a crucial part of the course. Weekly response papers of 1-2 pages are an opportunity for students to identify the main arguments of the readings, to think about how they relate to one another, and to pose questions for class discussion. Responses are due once weekly by 1pm the day of class. You should email your response to me. 

In-class presentation (8-10 minutes): 10% 
And written accompaniment (2-4 pages) 10%

Each student will give a presentation on a syllabus topic of their choosing. Students will choose their presentation dates during the first class. Presentations may focus closely on the class readings or may engage relevant outside material. On the day of your presentation, please submit a short, informal paper that explains why you chose your topic, and gives an overview of the content and argument of your presentation. You need not write a response paper the week you present.

Final project (10 pp): 30%

The final project is a 10-page paper on a topic approved by the instructor by week eight of the class. It should consider a theme from the course at greater length.
Midterms:

There are no midterm exams in this class. ECES asks, however, that a midterm grade showing your progress is submitted. This grade will be calculated from your participation score, response papers, and presentation and accompaniment (if you have already completed these by the end of Week 6). This grade is purely orientational and will not be used when calculating your final grade (which breaks down instead along the lines stated on page 2).
Attendance  

Regular and punctual class attendance is mandatory for all students. In addition to the policy on lateness outlined above, students must attend 70% of the course. If a student attends less than 70% of the class meetings, he or she will receive a final grade of ‘F.’
Students are permitted a maximum of two unexcused absences. Any subsequent unexcused absence will result in the lowering of the student’s final grade by 1/3 of a letter (e.g. from A to A-).  
Presentation Policy: Missing a presentation will result in an F. If you must for some reason switch the date of your presentation, you must confirm this change with the professor in an email at least 10 days in advance. If the student is sick and has a medical note, then the professor must agree with the student on how the work will be made up for.

Final Test or Paper Policy: Completing the final paper is required. Failure to submit the final paper according to the deadline will result in a letter grade ‘F’ for the entire course.

For further details, please see the Attendance Policy at the ECES website under “Academic Policies and Procedures”: http://eces.ff.cuni.cz/.

Student Responsibility and Code of Conduct  

Standards of study and conduct in the ECES Program are set and maintained.  You are subject to the general standards and requirements of Charles University in regard to attendance, examinations, and conduct, as well as to specific requirements of the program.  The student is expected to assume responsibility for the completion of all requirements by the specified time.

It is students’ responsibility to inform themselves of all class regulations and procedures.  In no case will a regulation be waived or an exception granted because a student pleads ignorance of the regulation or asserts that he/she was not informed by an advisor or other authority.

Charles University expects all students to adhere to the highest standards of ethics and academic integrity.  Students certify that all work (whether an examination, research paper, research project, form of creative expression, or any other academic undertaking) submitted for evaluation, presentation, or publication meets these standards.

All forms of academic fraud are strictly prohibited.  An automatic grade of ‘F’ will result for the entire course if a student is found guilty of academic misconduct.  This includes, but is not limited to:

· Plagiarism

· Cheating

· Falsification

· Violation of professional ethics

· Misrepresentation or research data

Weekly Schedule
This schedule is subject to change with fair notice. In such a case, I will email students no less than one week in advance.
Week 1 

World War I and its Aftermath
Sep. 24 
The Legacies of Total War 

To what extent did Czechoslovak independence constitute a break from the past? Which wartime behaviours and mindsets lingered on into, and characterized, the First Czechoslovak Republic?
Required readings:

Rudolf Kučera, Rationed Life: Science, Everyday Life, and Working-Class Politics in the Bohemian Lands, 1914-1918 (Berghahn, 2016) pp. 130-162 

Tara Zahra, Kidnapped Souls: National Indifference and the Battle for Children in the Bohemian Lands, 1900-1948 (Cornell, 2011) pp. 79-105 
Primary Sources:

Jaroslav Hašek, The Good Soldier Švejk (Penguin, 2016) (in class)
Sep. 26 
State Building and Nation Building
By what means did the Czechoslovak authorities seek to shore up the new state’s legitimacy? To what extent could such a project rely upon Czechoslovak authorities alone, and to what extent was an international community required to underwrite such efforts? In which ways did the projects of state and nation building converge and diverge? 
Guest Speaker: Lucy Duggan, „‘Kafka didn’t often come to the cafe‘: The Prague cafe as a space of memory“
Required readings:

Andrea Orzoff, Battle for the Castle: The Myth of Czechoslovakia in Europe, 1918-1948 (Oxford, 2011) pp. 57-95

Tara Zahra, Kidnapped Souls, pp. 106-141

Primary Sources:

Karel Čapek, Talks with T. G. Masaryk (Catbird Press, 1995) (in class)
Optional reading:

Peter Bugge, “The Making of a Slovak City: The Czechoslovak Renaming of Pressburg/Pozsony/ Prešporok, 1918-19” in Austrian History Yearbook, Vol. 35 (2004), pp. 205-227 

Week 2 

Czechoslovakia’s Location, Czechoslovakia’s Populations
Oct. 1 
East and West, Progress and Backwardness
How spatial designations such as East and West are tied up with temporal notions of progress and backwardness, and how debates about Czechoslovakia’s global position have reinforced or subverted such understandings.
Required readings:

Timothy Garton Ash, The Uses of Adversity (Vintage, 1990) pp. 179-213
Larry Wolff, Inventing Eastern Europe (Stanford, 1994) pp. 1-16, 89-143
Optional reading:
Sarah Lemmen, “Locating the Nation in a Globalizing World: Debates on the Global Position of Czechoslovakia” in Bohemia Vol. 56, No. 2 (2016)

Joseph Rothschild, East Central Europe between the Two World Wars (University of Washington, 1974) pp. 3-26
Oct. 3 
Nationalism
What can an analysis of nationalism and nationalist rhetoric in Czechoslovakia’s history help explain, and what does such an analysis obscure? To what extent was nationalism an ordering principle of the early Czechoslovak state?
Required readings:

Kateřina Čapková, Czechs, Germans, Jews (Berghahn, 2012) pp. 1-13, 26-55
Rebekah Klein Pejšová, Mapping Jewish Loyalties in Interwar Czechoslovakia (Indiana, 2015) pp. 86-114

Optional readings:

Miroslav Hroch, “From National Movement to the Fully-Formed Nation: The Nation-Building Process in Europe” in Geoff Eley & Ronald Grigor Suny (eds.), Becoming National (Oxford, 1996), pp. 60-77
Tara Zahra, “Imagined Noncommunities: National Indifference as a Category of Analysis” in Slavic Review, Vol. 69, No. 1 (Spring 2010) pp. 93-119  

Week 3 

The Interwar Period
Oct. 8 
Technology and Progress?
An assessment of the techno-optimism that characterized the First Czechoslovak Republic – to what extent can one tell the history of the early Czechoslovak state through the technologies it employed?
Required readings:

Felix Jeschke, “Mountain Men on Iron Horses: National Space in the Representations of New Railway Lines in Inter-War Czechoslovakia” in Bohemia Vol. 56, No. 2 (2016)
Petr Szczepanik “Modernism, Industry, Film: A Network of Media in the Baťa Corporation and the Town of Zlín in the 1930s” in Vinzenz Hediger & Patrick Vonderau (eds.), Films that Work. Industrial Film and the Productivity of Media (Amsterdam University Press, 2008) pp. 349-376 (https://www.academia.edu/5126427/Modernism_Industry_Film_A_Network_of_Media_in_the_Ba%C5%A5a_Corporation_and_the_Town_of_Zl%C3%ADn_in_the_1930s._In_Vinzenz_Hediger_and_Patrick_Vonderau_eds._Films_that_Work._Industrial_Film_and_the_Productivity_of_Media_Amsterdam_University_Press_2008_)

Primary Sources:

Alexander Hackenschmied, Elmar Klos (dirs.), Silnice zpívá, 1937 (in class)
Optional reading:

Meghan Forbes, “’To reach over the border’ An International Conversation between the Bauhaus and Devětsil” in Umění/Art (2016 LXIV) pp. 291-303
Thomas Ort, Art and Life in Modernist Prague: Karel Čapek and his Generation (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013) pp. 119-151 
Oct. 10 
Field Trip! Meet at Pražský hrad tram stop at 15:50 for 16:00 entry to Doteky státnosti (Touches of Statehood) exhibit.

If you choose to write a response for today, then it should be on:
Inequalities
Which sorts of inequalities persisted into the First Czechoslovak Republic, and which were created by the First Czechoslovak Republic? What do such inequalities tell us of the class, gender and national assumptions underpinning interwar Czechoslovakia?
Required readings:

Melissa Feinberg, Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy in Czechoslovakia, 1918-1950 (Pittsburgh, 2006) pp. 72-98
Mary Heimann, Czechoslovakia: The State that Failed (Yale, 2011) pp. 48-87
Primary Sources:

Vladislav Vančura (dir.), Na sluneční straně (On the Sunny Side), 1933
Week 4 

Munich and World War II
Oct. 15 
The Munich Agreement (and The Second Republic)
This class considers how the Munich Agreement changed life on the ground in the former Czechoslovakia, with Bohemia and Moravia hosting a wave of refugees and former Czechoslovak citizens now answerable to other states. Additionally, this class reflects upon the way mass media covered, and indeed shaped, preparations for the Munich Agreement.
Guest Speaker: Michael Beckerman (NYU)
Required readings:

Melissa Feinberg, Elusive Equality: pp. 159-190
David Vaughan, “The master’s voice” in The Guardian, October 9, 2008 (https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2008/oct/09/radio.hitler.bbc.czechoslovakia) 
Leslie Waters, “Adjudicating Loyalty: Identity Politics and Civil Administration in the Hungarian-Slovak Borderlands, 1938-1940” in Contemporary European History Vol. 24, No. 3 (August 2015) pp. 351-374 

Optional readings:

Mark Cornwall, “Heinrich Rutha and the unraveling of a homosexual scandal in 1930s Czechoslovakia” in GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, Vol. 8, No. 3 (2002), pp. 319-347
Michal Frankl, “Prejudiced Asylum: Czechoslovak Refugee Policy, 1918-1960” in The Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 49, No. 3 (2014), pp. 537-555

Oct. 17 
Wartime
This class examines the extent of Czech and Slovak collaboration with Nazi authorities during the Second World War and the persecution of local Jewish populations, as well as everyday life in the Terezín concentration camp.
Required readings:

Chad Bryant, Prague in Black: Nazi Rule and Czech Nationalism (Harvard, 2007) pp. 139-178
István Deák, Europe on Trial: The Story of Collaboration, Resistance and Retribution during World War II (Routledge, 2013), pp. 27-41

Anna Hajková, “Sexual Barter in Times of Genocide: Negotiating the Sexual Economy of the Theresienstadt Ghetto” in Signs Vol. 38, No. 3 (2013) pp. 503-533

Primary Sources:

Kurt Gerron & Karel Pečený (dirs.) Theresienstadt (The Fuehrer Gifts the Jews a City), 1944 (https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn1000172) (in class)
Materials from the Sen x Skutočnosť catalogue about the Slovak State (in class)
Jiří Weil, Life with a Star (in class)
Week 5 

Postwar
Oct. 22 
National Democracy
Which mechanisms did Czechoslovak authorities use to differentiate themselves from their wartime predecessors? Were some of these mechanisms, in fact, borrowed from the previous Nazi administrators? What were the effects of addressing some of the crimes of wartime while overlooking others? And to what extent do Week Two’s readings on nationalism help us understand the project of national democracy? 
Required readings:

Benjamin Frommer, National Cleansing: Retribution against Nazi Collaborators in Postwar Czechoslovakia (Cambridge, 2005) pp. 1-33, 186-228
Norman Naimark, Fires of Hatred: Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth Century Europe (Harvard, 2001) pp. 1-17, 108-139
Primary Sources:

Alfred Radok (dir.) Daleká cesta (Distant Journey). 1949

Jiří Trnka & Jiří Brdečka (dirs.) Perák a SS (The Springman & the SS). 1946 (in class)
Optional reading:

Tony Judt, “The Past is Another Country: Myth and Memory in Post-War Europe” in Daedalus, Vol. 121, No. 4 (Fall 1992), pp. 83-118
Heda Margolius Kovály, Under a Cruel Star: A Life in Prague, 1941-1968 (Granta, 1986) 
Oct. 24 
The Third Republic
The incremental social and political change which marked the period 1945-1948; postwar reconstruction and its obstacles.
Required readings:

Bradley Abrams, The Struggle for the Soul of the Nation: Czech Culture and the Rise of Communism (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005) pp. 1-8, 139-177
David Gerlach, “Beyond Expulsion: The Emergence of ‘Unwanted Elements’ in the Postwar Czech Borderlands, 1945-1950” in East European Politics & Societies, Vol. 24, No. 2 (Spring 2010), pp. 269-293

Primary Sources:

Bořivoj Zeman (dir.) Nevíte o bytě? (Don’t you know of an unoccupied flat?) 1947 (in class)
Optional reading:

Karel Kaplan, The Short March: The Communist takeover in Czechoslovakia 1945-1948 (St. Martin’s Press, 1987) pp. 19-54
Week 6 

The Communist Takeover and the Stalinist Period
Oct. 29 
February 1948
To what extent should we understand the Communist takeover in February 1948 as a rupture with the past? Which concrete changes did the takeover usher in?
Required readings:

Kevin McDermott, Communist Czechoslovakia, 1945-1989: A Political and Social History (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015) pp. 58-90
Rosamund Johnston, “Secret Agents: Reassessing the Agency of Radio Listeners in Czechoslovakia, 1945-1953” in Muriel Blaive (ed.) Perceptions of Society in Communist Europe: Regime Archives and Popular Opinion (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018) pp. 15-33
Molly Pucci, “A Revolution in a Revolution: The Secret Police and the Origins of Stalinism in Czechoslovakia” in East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 32, No. 1 (February, 2018)

Optional reading:

Tony Judt, Postwar (Penguin, 2005), pp. 129-140
Karel Kaplan, The Short March pp. 174-194
Oct. 31 – Be prepared to discuss in class first ideas for your final project
Stalinism
To what extent was Stalinism a period of cultural oppression, and to what extent was this in fact a period of cultural experimentation and growth? Who was oppressed specifically during this period, and how?
Required readings:

Melissa Feinberg, Curtain of Lies: The Battle over Truth in Stalinist Eastern Europe (Oxford, 2017) pp. 1-30
Alice Lovejoy, Czechoslovak Army Film and the Avant-Garde: Cinema and Experiment in the Czechoslovak Military (Indiana, 2014) pp. 53-91
Marián Lóži, “A Case Study of Power Practices: The Czechoslovak Stalinist Elite at the Regional Level (1948-1951)” in Muriel Blaive (ed.) Perceptions of Society in Communist Europe: Regime Archives and Popular Opinion (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018), pp. 49-65

Primary Sources:

Josef Škvorecký, “Red Music” in The Bass Saxophone (Ecco Press, 1994), pp. 1-29 (in class)
Optional readings:

Bohumil Hrabal, Mr. Kafka and Other Tales from the Time of the Cult (New Directions, 2015), pp. 119-137

Josef Jedlička, Midway on the Journey of our Life (Karolinum, 2016) 

Matěj Spurný, “Political Authority & Popular Opinion: Czechoslovakia's German Minority 1945-1960” in Social History Vol. 37, No. 4 (2012), pp. 452-476

Week 7 

The Totalitarian Paradigm & Just How Divided was Europe during the Cold War?
Nov. 5

Totalitarianism
What do we mean when we talk about ‘totalitarian regimes’ and how well does this designation describe Communist-era Czechoslovakia? What might some of the pitfalls be? This class places Czech and Slovak historiography into wider debates about the use of the term in twentieth-century Europe.
Required readings:

Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (Harcourt Brace, 1973) pp. 341-388, 460-479

Konrad Jarausch, Dictatorship as Experience: Towards a Socio-Cultural History of the GDR (Berghahn, 1999), pp. 3-14
Optional reading:
Melissa Feinberg, Curtain of Lies, pp. 60-87
Abott Gleason, Totalitarianism: The Inner History of the Cold War (Oxford, 1995) pp. 3-12, 167-189
Nov. 7

Separate Histories?
Reflecting upon some of the readings done in the class so far, we consider whether the histories of socialist and Western Europe were really so very distinct during the Cold War period. And what light can Czechoslovakia shed on this particular debate? What are the consequences of positing European sameness over European difference during the Cold War?
Required readings:

Molly Nolan, The Transatlantic Century: Europe and the United States, 1890-2010 (Cambridge, 2012) pp. 1-10, 230-267
Susan Buck-Morss, Dreamworld and Catastrophe: The Passing of Mass Utopia in East and West (MIT Press, 2002) pp. 134-213
Week 8 

Destalinization and The Prague Spring
Nov. 12

Did destalinization happen?
...And when? This class examines the way in which Czechoslovak culture reflected upon past ‘excesses’ from the late-1950s onwards, as well as continuities in citizens’ encounters with law enforcement following the death of Stalin.
Required readings:

Muriel Blaive, “Perceptions of Society in Czechoslovak Secret Police Archives: How a ‘Czechoslovak 1956’ was Thwarted” in Perceptions of Society in Communist Europe: Regime Archives and Popular Opinion (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018), pp. 101-123
Pavel Kolář, “The party as a new utopia: reshaping communist identity after Stalinism” in Social History, Vol. 37, No. 4 (2012), pp. 402-424
Kevin McDermott, Communist Czechoslovakia, 1945-1989: pp. 91-120
Primary Sources:

Jo Langer, Convictions: Memories of a Life Shared with a Good Communist (Granta, 2011) (in class)
Ludvík Vaculík, “Two Thousand Words: May 27, 1968” - http://www.pwf.cz/rubriky/projects/1968/ludvik-vaculik-two-thousand-words_849.html (in class) 

Optional reading and viewing:
Václav Havel, “On Evasive Thinking” in Open Letters: Selected Writings 1965-1990 (New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1991) pp. 10-24
Karel Kachyňa (dir.), Ucho (The Ear), 1969

Otakar Vávra (dir.), Občan Brych. 1958

Nov. 14 – Deadline to submit abstract and bibliography for final project for approval 
International Contact and Exchange
Can the late 1950s onwards be characterized as a time of increased engagement with the outside world? And what forms did such engagement take? In what way does the case of Czechoslovakia alter our conventional understandings of global connections in the mid-twentieth century? 
Required readings:

Rachel Applebaum, “A Test of Friendship: Soviet-Czechoslovak Tourism and the Prague Spring” in The Socialist Sixties: Crossing Borders in the Second World, edited by Anne Gorsuch and Diane Koenker, 213-232. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2013
Peter Bugge, “Swinging Sixties Made in Czechoslovakia: The Adaptation of Western Impulses in Czechoslovak Youth Culture” in Oldřich Tůma (ed.), Pražské jaro 1968: Občanská společnost - média - přenos politických a kulturních procesů (Institute for Contemporary History, 2012)

Optional reading: 

Cathleen M. Giustino, “Industrial Design and the Czechoslovak Pavilion at EXPO ’58: Artistic Autonomy, Party Control and Cold War Common Ground,” Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 47, no. 1 (January 2012), pp. 185-212.
Philip Muehlenbeck, Czechoslovakia in Africa, 1945-1968 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016) 
Week 9 

The Warsaw Pact Invasion and Normalization

Nov. 19
August 1968

The Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia through the prism of memory, and as lived not just in Prague; popular responses to and visual traces of the invasion.
Required readings:

Kevin McDermott, Communist Czechoslovakia, 1945-1989: pp. 121-152
Kieran Williams, The Prague Spring and its Aftermath: Czechoslovak Politics, 1968-1970 (sections TBA)
Primary Sources

Josef Koudelka, photographs from the time of the invasion in Invasion 68: Prague (Aperture Foundation, 2008) (in class)
Documents from http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collection/77/soviet-invasion-of-czechoslovakia (in class)
Optional reading: 

Tony Judt, Postwar (Penguin, 2005), pp. 422-449

Milan Kundera, The Book of Laughter and Forgetting (Harper, 1999) 

Jiří Zounek, Michal Šimaně & Dana Knotová, “‘You have betrayed us for a little dirty money!’ The Prague Spring as seen by Primary School Teachers” in Paedagogica Historica, Vol. 54, No. 3 (June 2018) pp. 320-337 
Nov. 21

Normalization
How big (or how marginal) a role did dissidents play in normalization society? How was media used, and by whom, in normalization-era Czechoslovakia to convey and/or dispute socialist values?
Required readings:

Jonathan Bolton, Worlds of Dissent (Harvard, 2012) pp. 1-46
Paulina Bren, The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring (Cornell, 2010) pp. 85-111
Primary Sources:

Václav Havel, “The Power of the Powerless” & “Letter to Husák”

“Charter 77” in The Czech Reader: History, Culture, Politics (Duke, 2010)
Clips from Jaroslav Dudek (dir.), Žena za pultem, 1978 (in class)
Optional reading: 

Alena K. Alamgir, “Recalcitrant Women: Internationalism and the Redefinition of Welfare Limits in the Czechoslovak-Vietnamese Labor Exchange Program” in Slavic Review, Vol. 73, No. 1 (2014), pp. 133-155
Alice Lovejoy, “‘Video Knows no Borders’ – Samizdat Television and the Unofficial Public Sphere in ‘Normalized’ Czechoslovakia” in Samizdat, Tamizdat and Beyond: Transnational Media during and After Socialism (Berghahn, 2013), pp. 206-217

Week 10 

Gender, Sexuality, Family, and Memory
Nov. 26
Gender, Sexuality, Family

How seriously did successive socialist leaders take socialism’s claims to gender equality? To what extent did Czechoslovak policymakers work with the categories of gender and sexuality? And what were the effects (both intended and otherwise) of such policymaking? 
Required readings:

Paulina Bren, The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring (Cornell, 2010) pp. 159-176
Kristin Ghodsee, “Why Women had better Sex under Socialism” in The New York Times, August 12, 2017 - https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/12/opinion/why-women-had-better-sex-under-socialism.html 

Libora Oates-Indruchová, “Unraveling a tradition or spinning a myth? Gender critique in Czech society and culture” in Chen Jian et al. (eds.) The Routledge Handbook of the Global Sixties: Between Protest and Nation-Building (Routledge, 2018) pp. 243-257

Optional readings:

Kimberly Elman Zarecor, “Designing for the Socialist Family: The Evolution of Housing Types in Early Postwar Czechoslovakia” in Jill Massino & Shana Penn (eds.), Gender Politics and Everyday Life in State Socialist Eastern and Central Europe (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), pp. 151-168
Nov. 28

Memory

How is socialism remembered today, and how might this intersect with (or contrast to) other memory regimes? Which media are currently employed, and by whom, to remember Czechoslovakia’s past?

Required readings:

Veronika Pehe, “Authenticating the Past: Archives, Secret Police and Heroism in Contemporary Czech Representations of Socialism” in Muriel Blaive (ed.) Perceptions of Society in Communist Europe: Regime Archives and Popular Opinion (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018), pp. 207-223
Tomas Sniegon, Vanished History: The Holocaust in Czech and Slovak Historical Culture (Berghahn, 2014) pp. 107-165, 201-211

Primary Sources:

Jan Hřebejk (dir.), Musíme si pomáhat (Divided We Fall) and Učitelka (The Teacher) – Excerpts TBC (in class)
Weeks 11 - 12
Revolution, Transformation, Dissolution
Dec. 3

1989

Why did the Communist regime fall in Czechoslovakia in 1989? Were internal or external forces responsible? What immediate changes did the Velvet Revolution bring about?
Required readings:

Stephen Kotkin, Uncivil Society (Penguin Random House, 2009) pp. xiii-xix, 3-35
James Krapfl, Revolution with a Human Face: Politics, Culture and Community in Czechoslovakia, 1989 – 1992 (Cornell, 2013) pp. 111-153
Primary Sources:

Timothy Garton Ash, The Magic Lantern: The Revolution of 1989 Witnessed in Warsaw, Budapest, Berlin and Prague (Vintage, 1999) pp. 78-131
Optional reading: 

Kevin McDermott, Communist Czechoslovakia, 1945-1989: pp. 182-200
Dec. 5 & 10 – No Class (ASEEES Convention, Boston)

Dec. 12
Transformation & Dissolution

Should we understand the dissolution of Czechoslovakia as a product of the national tensions previously addressed in this class, or instead of the specific political conditions of the early 1990s? And just quite how complete was the transformation of Czechoslovakia from socialism to free-market democracy? Is transformation even the best term to describe the events of Czechoslovakia’s last years?
Required readings:

Mary Heimann, Czechoslovakia: The State that Failed (Yale, 2011) pp. 307-324
Miroslav Vaněk & Pavel Mücke, Velvet Revolutions: An Oral History of Czech Society (Oxford, 2016) pp. 1-15, 117-144
Dec. 18 – Final Project Deadline
